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Kent State University Press, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. How a team of vagabonds made
a charge at football history The year 1963 percolated with dreams big dreams. Martin Luther King Jr. had one, and he articulated it to an audience
of a quarter of a million people assembled in a commitment to civil rights. President John F. Kennedy had his own dreams, one of which involved
sending a man to the moon. Prosperity and new technology fostered the belief that in the USA anything was possible. In western Pennsylvania, the
Pittsburgh Steelers, their fans, and the Irish American family that owned the team also had a dream: to end 30 years of futility on the field and bring
the city its first NFL championship. Author Rudy Dicks recreates the Steelers 1963 season game by game and profiles the ragtag squad of rejects,
misfits, and scalawags that coach Buddy Parker jury-rigged into a contender. He shows how a group of unsung players banded together to
overcome tough breaks, injuries, and a losing tradition, challenging the more glamorous Cleveland Browns and New York Giants for a conference
title and a berth in the NFL Championship Game. Dicks details the travails of the team as they staged weekly dramatic comebacks and rebounded
from painful losses, complementing his tale with reminiscences and insights from former Steelers. He traces the individual stories of players like
Buddy Dial, who became a star receiver after being cut by the Giants; kicker and defensive end Lou Michaels, who escaped a life in the coal mines;
and Andy Russell, who disdained a career in pro football but turned into a perennial Pro Bowl linebacker and a Super Bowl champion. The year 1963
became one of the most tumultuous years in American...
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