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of English thought, among the originators of which Shakespeare stands pre-eminent; and its material prosperity would be far less than it is to-day
but for the market furnished by the British Isles for the cotton, grain, and animal products of this country. Considerations such as these should
render interesting the material presented in the following pages as a small contribution to the wealth of knowledge that will be radiated in and
from Chicago during the year of the great Columbian Fair, held to celebrate the lapse of four centuries since the discovery of the New World. In his
youth the writer passed some time in the country immediately surrounding the early home of Shakespeare, was several times on the Avon below
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