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*****.Excerpt from The Socratic Doctrine of the Soul To him too we owe the colonies that they planted the Lyceum, the Stoa and the Academies.
Who ever found salvation in the victories of Alexander? . Whereas it is thanks to Socrates that all who find salvation in philosophy are being saved
even now. These words of Julian s are still true, and that is partly why there is so little agreement about Socrates. The most diverse philosophies
have sought to father themselves upon him, and each new account of him tends to reflect the fashions and prejudices of the hour. At one time he is
an enlightened deist, at another a radical atheist. He has been lauded as the father of scepticism and again as the high priest of mysticism; as a
democratic social reformer and as a victim of democratic intolerance and ignorance. He has even been claimed - with at least equal reason - as a
Quaker. No wonder that his latest biographer, H. Maier, exclaims: In the presence of each fresh attempt to bring the personality of Socrates nearer
to us, the impression that always recurs is the same: The man whose influence was so widespread and so profound cannot have been like that!
Unfortunately that is just the impression leJ on me by Maier s own bulky volume, though he has mastered the material and his treatment of it is
sound as far as it goes. Unless we can find some other line of approach, it looks as if Socrates must still remain for us the Great Unknown. That, to
be sure, is not Maier s view. He thinks he knows a great...
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