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Questions for Examination The only work upon moral philosophy which has extensive circulation, and which is level to the comprehension of
common readers, is the Moral Philosophy of Dr. Paley. This work, like all others of the same author, is remarkable for its clearness, and the apposite
and natural manner in which it illustrates principles. But it cannot be recommended without a warning to the reader to beware of being misled by
the principle upon which, as a foundation, the system of Dr. Paley is built. This is the principle of expediency. Dr. Paley says, whatever is expedient is
right. But, then, it must be expedient on the whole, at the long run, in all its effects, collateral and remote, as well as in those which are immediate
and direct. Now, this is undoubtedly true, to a being capable of estimating all effects, direct and indirect, collateral and remote, through all time,
and upon all beings, - and to such a one alone. No person can safely act upon this principle, in questions of right and wrong but one who can take
into view the boundless future. Now, it need not be proved that none but God has this perfect foreknowledge; no one else can, therefore, safely act
upon the principle of expediency. With this exception and one or two others, the morality of Dr. Paley is the morality of the Gospel; and he
constantly...
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