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operations on the peninsula, 1862 the Confederate forces occupying the Peninsula between James
and York rivers, at that time were under the command of General J. B. Magruder. A line of defense
had been established from Yorktown across the Peninsula to the Warwick and James rivers.
General Magruder had under his command about eleven thousand men. General McClellan, then in
command of the Federal Army of the Potomac, had abandoned the old route by way of Manassas
and transferred his army to the Peninsula with the purpose of advancing upon Richmond by that
route, with his base of supplies on York River. He advanced his army up the Peninsula from Fortress
Monroe, and on the 4th of April appeared in front of the line occupied by the Confederates. This line
of defense was a very strong one, but General Magruder, who...
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