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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY COMMANDERS OVERVIEW Provides an Overview of Religious Support Functions Covers Specific Details Pertaining to Religious
Support in Joint Operations Overview Religious support includes Religious support in joint operations is dedicated to meeting the the entire
spectrum of personal free exercise of religion needs of military and other authorized professional duties that a members and providing
commanders with professional advice chaplain provides and regarding the dynamic influence of religion and religious belief in the performs in the
dual role operational area. of religious leader and staF oFicer, assisted by The term joint force chaplain ( JFCH ) is a generic title, which enlisted
support refers to every chaplain assigned to a joint billet ( e. g. , Joint StaF, personnel. combatant command, or subordinate joint force ). The
purpose of a religious support team ( RST ) is to provide for, develop, and strengthen the spiritual and moral well-being of all members of the
command. Chaplains, assisted by enlisted support personnel, provide for religious worship, rites, sacraments, ordinances, and ministrations. The
concept and practice The United States Constitution articulates the basic concept of of religious freedom religious freedom within the Bill of Rights.
The First Amendment within the Armed Forces to the US Constitution specifies that Congress shall make no law of the United States date
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise from the beginning of the thereof. . . . This guarantee of the free exercise of
religion is codified nation. for the Armed Forces in Title 10, United States Code, sections 3073, 3547, 5142, and 8067, with the provision for the
appointment of officers as chaplains in the Army, Navy, and Air...
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