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****x_ We, in modern-day America, underestimate children s abilities to make reasonable judgments far more than have any other people at any
other place or time in history. In the name of protecting children we hurt them, sometimes viciously. As Holt shows brilliantly, children need the
same rights to advance their own interests and protect themselves as we grant to adults. -Peter Gray, author of Free to Learn: Why Unleashing the
Instinct to Play Will Make Our Children Happier, More Self-Reliant, and Better Students for Life With his usual profound interest in observing
children in the world, Holt presents a series of arguments about the nature of childhood that any serious educator or parent should thoughtfully
explore. -Kirsten Olson, author of Wounded By School and Schools As Colonizers For the sake of our young people, I humbly recommend that if you
have read it, it s time to re-read it; if you have not, it s now time. The urgency is that we desperately need a more gentle, loving, and friendly world
for our young people and there is no better inspiration than Holt s Escape From Childhood to spur us to action. -Carlo Ricci, Professor of Education
and author of The Willed Curriculum, Unschooling, and Self-Direction This is a reprint of John Holt s controversial book about the rights of children
and how adults and children can live and learn together more enjoyably and transparently by rethinking their relationships. Under the guise of care
and protection, children are kept in the walled garden of childhood, outside the world of human experience, for longer periods than ever before in
human history. But for many children and parents, the...
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