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look with favor upon the rise in the price of silk, they being the chief consumers of the commodity. A more serious disturbance of the trade, was the
hostile attitude assumed by the ronin toward the native merchants dealing with foreigners. Some silk merchants were driven from their houses,
others were even killed. The paternal government issued, in 1860, a circular declaring that all merchandise must first be brought to Yedo, to be
there examined and approved for sale, before it can See London Economist, June 2-5, 1887. Cf. Commercial Relations, 1862, p. 603. 1 picul: 1333
lbs. av. Cf. Diplomatic Correspondence, 1864, p. 449. enter Yokohama. Three years later, alarmed at the scarcity of silk, it warned all merchants to
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