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Asymmetric Worlds. Paperback. Condition: New. 228 pages. Dimensions: 8.9in. x 5.9in. x 0.6in.Prehistoric farmers inhabit a fertile river valley they
believe their gods promised them in return for their good behavior and obedience. Their enemies, hunters roaming the mostly barren hills beyond
the mountains enclosing the valley, believe their gods gave it to them. When the farmers king refuses to allow the marriage of the coming-of-age
prince to the daughter of the farmer who saved the kings life in the last war with the hunters, her brother decides he has to help his sister and the
prince, his boyhood friend, correct the flagrant injustice. That decision leads them and their youthful allies into a rebellion against the king and his
officials, who rule the kingdom from their bluff-top town. The far more numerous farmers in the villages below, who despise most of the officials but
not the king, and who admire the prince, are in a position to determine whether the rebels will succeed or face execution for treason. As the story
unfolds, the world in which it takes place reveals itself. Men who go with men and self-selected women who go with womenwe would call such
people gay and lesbianoccupy a kind of priesthood. Theyre called tellers because, in a time before the invention of writing, they not only memorize
and retell the stories of their gods, ancestors, and contemporaries, but they also tell their people, who might or might not wish to know, what the
gods expect of themwhat they can and cannot do. The tellers preside at full-moon and change-of-season holidays, as well as at mating ceremonies
and funerals. In place of the king, they hear and decide disputes among their people. Perhaps most importantly, though, they astronomically track
the seasons to assist the farmers in raising...
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