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Delivered by Hon. John P. Blair (President Judge Indiana District) At the Centennial Celebration of the Declaration of American Independence in the
City of Altoona, Pa;, July 4, 1876: With an Appendix Embracing Programme of Exercises, Prayer by Rev. J. Curns, and a Brief Historical Sketch We
have arrived at a point in our national life where we can look backward for a hundred years over the past, and our hopes and imaginations and fond
convictions may, if we choose, travel for ward for a hundred years, or many, many hundreds into the future. The future must take care of itself. It will
do so if it is worthy of the great trust committed to its keeping. The past, at least, is se cure. We know what that has been. We appreciate the true
signifi cance of the International Exhibition that graces and honors the Centennial year and will reach its culminating glorv in Philadel phia to-day.
We understand the meaning of the spirit and feeling that pervades the popular heart. The loud acclaim that bursts from city and hamlet, from
mountain and plain, attests the love and de votion of the American people for that system of government to which we are indebted for all that we
are and all that we may ever expect to become. For a hundred years we have marked the annual recurrence of this day with unusual honors. Itis a
legal holiday that no Ameri can ever forgets, that he cannot forget, no matter where he may be, whether in his own country, or traveling on a
foreign soil in the most remote and obscure places of the earth, and the further he...
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