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also aware that it represents more symbolism than action. Without question, the full implementation of the existing MOU linked to specific Tribal
recommendations would go a long way in providing a more comprehensive level of care to our veterans. Specifically, the agencies agreed to many
things, including the sharing of informa-tion technology and an interagency work group to oversee proposed national initiatives. Mr. Chairman, if
the agencies who are a party to this agreement would, as a matter of priority, establish an internal and external - including Tribal - work group to
begin developing a strategy, then they could discuss how that strategy should be resourced and im-plemented. An item not covered in the existing
MOU concerns payment to Tribal facilities for care rendered to eligible veterans in Tribal clin-ics. The Tribes rely heavily upon third-party collections
to support clinic operations. It seems logical that for Medicare and Medicaid and privately insured individuals, the clinics can seek reimburse-ment.
We are aware that the VA does have the ability to contract with the private sector to pay for the care of veterans, yet Tribally-operated clinics
cannot, as we understand, seek the same. It would be easily incorporated into statute if this Committee were so in-clined. Absent the
reimbursement, we will still provide what care we can, but the resources or the absence of resources controls the scope of care. Mr. Chairman, I
could speak for hours about the specific needs of the 480 veterans living on my reservation. My purpose and goal today...
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