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***** Excerpt from Celebration of the Centennial Anniversary of the Birth of Robert Burns: Of Washington City, D. C., At the National Hotel, January
25, 1859 The Washington City Burns Club celebrated, with marked success, the Centennial Anniversary of the birth of Scotias Bard. No pains had
been spared by the committee of arrangements, to have the Celebration at the Metropolis of the United States worthy of the occasion, and they
were well-seconded by the landlords of the National Hotel, at which the entertainment was given. A large portion of those present were either
brither Scots, or of Scotch descent, but it was not left to them alone to honor the memory of one whose fame is cherished the world over. Men of
many nations joined in testifying their admiration for him who had an inspiration for every fancy and music for every mood. The large dining room
of the Hotel was decorated with engraved portraits of Burns and of scenes from his poems. Three long tables extended the whole length of the hall,
with a cross table at the upper end, for the invited guests. The banquet was profuse, and the bill of fare comprised luxuries and substantials, with
ornamented confectionary and large bowls of reekin punch. Senator Pearce, the Honorary President, took the head of the table, Mr. Speaker Orr,

Honorary Vice President, presiding at the other end of the room. Rev. Dr. Balch, by invitation, said a most impressive grace, after which the company
sat down, and enjoyed the material entertainment, until called to order for the more intellectual feast of reason. Senator Pearce, on rising to speak,
was greeted with loud and prolonged cheers....
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