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1904The purpose of this handbook is to furnish visiting delegates of the International Electrical Congress with a concise description of Chicago and
its larger electrical interests. Inasmuch as many of the delegates are doubtless unfamiliar with Chicagos history, it may be permissible to offer a
very brief resume of the citys origin and growth. The early French cartographers spelled Chicago in whatever way pleased their fancy - Chickagu,
Chikagou, Chicago and Chicaqu. Historians of a later date have been even more decorative in their definitions of the word. Without attempting to
enter into the subtleties of Indian terminology, it may be sufficient to quote a statement made by Dr. William Barry, first Secretary of the Chicago
Historical Society, who says: Whatever may have been the etymological meaning of the word Chicago, in its practical use it probably denotes
strong or great. The Indians applied this term to the Mississippi river, to thunder, or to the voice of the Great Manitou. Edward Hubbard, the
genealogist, adopts a similar view and says that the word Chicago, in its applications, signifies strong, mighty, powerful. The aboriginal owners of
Chicago were the Miamis. Louis Joliet and his fellow explorer, the Jesuit missionary, Jacques Marquette, were probably the first white men to land
on the site of Chicago, when they explored the Illinois river in 1673. At any rate, the adventurous Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, has left us a very
clear account of his trip down the Mississippi in 1681, via the Chicago portage. This portage is noteworthy because it determined the location of...
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