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obscurity of unlettered antiquity. The flesh and blood heroes of the more modern times regularly and slowly pass from view, and in their places the
unsubstantial worthies of dreamy tradition start up. The transition is so gradual, however, that it is at times impossible to draw the line between
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modern civilization, and they must not be passed over without some attention, though in the present volume they cannot be treated with the
thoroughness they deserve. The story has the advantage of being to a great extent a narrative of the exploits...
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