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Allied oDensives against Germany. Both projects were at the request of General Marshall. The February study analyzed the military implications of
the Germany first decision. Eisenhower argued that to defeat the Nazis, the most immediate tasks were: the preservation of Great Britain and its sea
links to the United States; keeping the Soviet Union in the war; and 27 preventing an Axis take-over of India and the Middle East. In March 1942,
Eisenhower pushed this line of thinking even further in the first detailed blueprint for the Allied oDensive against Germany. This included plans for
Operation BOLERO, the buildup of forces and supplies in Britain; Operation ROUNDUP, a major cross-channel attack scheduled for April 1943; and
Operation SLEDGEHAMMER, a smaller cross-channel contingency attack which could be launched before the buildup was complete if a Russian
collapse seemed imminent or if Germany appeared on the verge of collapse. The second period useful in analyzing the logic of Eisenhowers
strategy is the time between the breakout from the Normandy beachhead and the surrender of Germany ( August 1944-May 1945 ). While
Eisenhower had been consulted on the key strategic decisions of the Mediterranean campaign, he did not make them. And, when given command
of the cross-channel invasion, Eisenhower found that much solid planning had already been done under the 28 direction of British Lieutenant
General Frederick Morgan. The broad tactical plans of Operation OVERLORD were completed and approved by the American-British Combined
Chiefs of Staff ( CCS ) 29 in August 1943. Even given these parameters, Eisenhower, as the Supreme...
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