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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Large Print. Language: English . Brand New Book
***** Print on Demand *****. *Includes pictures *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading While nation-states have always
desired boundaries, the significance and shape of those borders have changed over time. - Rachel St. John The history of the border between
Mexico and the United States extends alongside 200 years and 2,000 miles - the tortuous epic of a man-made line that has not only hardened and
become more solid over time, but has changed meanings too. In the beginning, it was an idea - the approximate and inhospitable edge of the vast
Spanish Empire and the beginning of no man s land. Then, it was a line on paper - a porous boundary with no physical barriers. In times of peace, it
was a place of trade and cooperation; in times of conflict, it was the point where two different peoples clashed, as well as the meeting of the North
and South of international geopolitics. Two centuries ago, the border was formed by vast deserts and dangerous regions in which nobody wanted
to live - a vaguely defined and surveyed boundary. Today, in the second decade of the 21st century, despite being located in one of the most
inclement habitats in the world, it is also the world s busiest. It functions like a country in itself considering the volume of economic operations
carried out across the line, not to mention being one of the most monitored regions of the planet. Some experts have even called it a low-warfare
zone. Consider, for comparison s sake, the border between Belgium and the Netherlands, where crossing means going from one pub to another,
and it is hardly realized when one leaves...
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