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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 156 pages. Original publisher: Washington : U. S. G.
P. O. : For sale by the Supt. of Docs. , U. S. G. P. O. , 2005. LC Number: KF27 . S3935 2005a OCLC Number: (OCoLC)63198879 Subject: Reactor fuel
reprocessing -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 From early on in the Nations nuclear energy program, the plan to recycle, reprocess is the technical
term, the fuel used in the reac-tor, to reduce the amount of material defined as waste and stretch the supply of available material needed for the
generation of elec-tricity. eed, Ind scattered across America are facilities that were built in anticipation of a closed back end fuel cycle, such as those
at West Valley, New York, Morris, Illinois, and Barnwell, South Carolina. These facilities never fulfilled their mission, however, because of two
principal factors. First, the Carter Administrations decision to abandon the re-processing in the 1970s based on concerns raised about the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons, and second, economics. The Reagan Administration reversed course on the issue of whether domestic reprocessing
should serve as a tool in our non-proliferation policy, but even then no reprocessing began. Then, as now, it didnt make economic sense to develop
a domes-tic recycling capacity, partly because of the stagnation that devel-oped in the U. S. nuclear energy construction program. Also, the so-
called megatons to megawatts program that takes Russian weapons-grade uranium and down-blends it to the lower concentrations needed for
nuclear power reactors has helped to keep down the cost of reactor fuel, making reprocessing uneco-nomical. her Whet we like it or not, it seems
clear that this Administration is leading us to a new era in the use of nuclear energy for the pro-duction of electricity...
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