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***x* Excerpt from Studies in the Lyric Poems of Friedrich Hebbel: The Sensuous in Hebbel s Lyric Poetry The scope, purpose and method of these
Studies are discussed at some length in the introductory chapter. The attempt is also there made to justify our investigation of the sensuous
element in Hebbel s lyric poetry. This justification is here stated in brief, so that the nature of our Studies may be fairly understood at the outset.
One may well look with suspicion upon criticism that avowedly confines itself to the material side of poetic invention. As related to the poetic art,
such criticism is a species of vivisection; the successive steps are so many incisions into vital tissue that has been mechanically disengaged from the
organism. As related to the completed art work, such criticism is a kind of autopsy. The part under examination is dead. It cannot live separated
from the vital creation of which it formed a part. And so there is a strong feeling that investigation of mental phenomena should be something more
than mere isolation of constituent parts of such phenomena to their mutual destruction. We expect the systematic psychologist to distinguish the
mind s various functions and in addition to reveal the fine interfusion, the subtle interplay of these functions in human consciousness. Similarly we
wish the literary critic to lay bare the distinct elements that have entered into a work and also to show the perfect co-ordination of these elements
in an organic whole. In his drama Sappho, Grillparzer makes the poetess thank the Gods for conferring upon her der Dichtung vollen Kocher: - Ein
Herz zu fuhlen, einen Geist zu denken, Und...
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