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From the day television existed as an entertainment medium, giant companies have battled each other for viewers, but in the history of television
programming, no show was as consistently excellent in the ratings as The Ed Sullivan Show, a variety show that brought on all kinds of acts, from
dancers to artists and singers. It was the longest running show to maintain one time slot, and today it is widely remembered for introducing the
nation to the likes of Elvis Presley and The Beatles. When Elvis was on the show in 1956, over 82 of the nation s entire television audience tuned in, a
rating that would make even the Super Bowl blush. Indeed, being booked on The Ed Sullivan Show became so important for performers that
Aretha Franklin once noted, And I was booked once to go on Ed Sullivan and I got bumped and ran out the back door crying. The Ed Sullivan Show
has been commemorated as one of the most influential programs in the history of American television, and behind it all was the seemingly
unassuming man whose name was on it. Even aIer Ed Sullivan had become an American institution on the strength of his show, one critic from
Time asked, What exactly is Ed Sullivan s talent? Or as comedian (and frequent guest) Alan King put it, Ed does nothing, but he does it better than
anyone else in television. Of course, Ed Sullivan did have plenty of talent, especially when it came to identifying others , and over the course of
nearly two decades, he...
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