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*****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XXIII SERVANTS AND NATIVE LETTERS WHEN one
goes for the first time to West Africa, and realises that there are no women servants, and that all the household work is in the hands of men, or boys,
as they are called, one naturally imagines all sorts of disadvantages, and that it will never be possible to get along at all. But I never found it so in
practice. The boys are very respectful and anxious to learn, and I was soon accustomed to having them about me. They are as handy as women
servants, and are to be trusted in looking aGer your clothes and keeping everything in order. They are very faithful and, I am sure, serve you to the
best of their ability; oGen, however, they fail you at a critical moment, not because they mean to do so, but because anything out of the ordinary
run upsets them, and they lose their heads. Another great disadvantage to them is that most of them do not understand English, and oGen pretend
to have understood what you have said, and go straightway and do the very reverse! As a rule, your house-servants are natives: they are always
known as boys, never as servants, but we had a Kroo boy who was with us for eight years, and worked his way up to head house boy. He was a very
superior young fellow, being the son of one of the chiefs of...
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