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Certain Paintings on the Walls of the National CapitolAh! me, what strange wild fancies crowd the brainOf mortal man, who, wearied with the
toilAnd ceaseless combat of the rolling years, Seeks rest in slumber deep and undisturbed. His mind, transformed, becomes a temple filledWith
forms intangible, immortal sprites, From chaos rising, back to chaos borne. Unnumbered throngs pass by, nor leave behindA foot-print on the
plains of memory. But myriads, eager, clamor to be heard;And though the brain oerwearied close the gateAnd portals of the inner consciousnessTo
bar the phantoms out into the night, Bolts cannot bar nor iron chain them down. Returning swift with strength increased they knockAnd thunder at
the doorways of the soulTo gain admission, till they batter downAll barriers and rush triumphant in, Bearing the captive Will in fetters bound. The
mind, unable longer to resistOr strive for mastery oer the spells they weave, Follows submissive where their pleasure leads. Lo! one of radiant form
and face divineThere stood whose hands the Holy Bible claspedHer brow, like fair Columbias, broad and full, Neath which her brown eyes looked in
wistful andintensely earnest tenderness, was boundWith fadeless wreaths of shining immortelles; -Not beauty, grandeur, and sublimityAlone
illumined and adorned her face;But mercy, purity, and perfect peace, With deathless love harmoniously blent: -As erst upon Mount Hermon, glory
crowned, Our Lord and Saviour Christ was round enwrappdWith shimmering mantle of eupernal light, Transfiguring His form and robes, untilHis
gleaming garments glittered white as snow, And on His face the glow of lightning fixed, While...
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