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*****.The Poet Thomas Parnell was born in Ireland on 11th September 1679. He was the descendant of an ancient family, which had been settled for
hundreds of years at Congleton in Cheshire. His father, also named Thomas, went over to Ireland, where he purchased a considerable property.
This, along with his estate in Cheshire, devolved to the poet and was to provide an income of rents with which the young Parnell could embrace life.
At school he is said to have distinguished himself by the retentiveness of his memory; oGen performing the task allotted for days in a few hours, and
being able to repeat forty lines in any book of poems, aGer the first reading. He entered Trinity College Dublin at the unusually early age of thirteen
and took the degree of M.A. in 1700. The same year he was ordained deacon by the Bishop of Derry. Three years aGer, he was ordained a priest; and
in 1705, he was made Archdeacon of Clogher, by Sir George Ashe, bishop of that see. On receipt of the archdeanery, he married Miss Ann Minchin,
described as a young lady of great beauty, and of an amiable character, by whom he had two sons, who tragically, died young, and a daughter, who
was to survive both parents. Up to the fall of the Whigs, at the end of Queen Anne s reign, Parnell appears to have been, like his father, a keen
supporter. He now switched political allegiance to the Tories and was hailed as a valuable addition to their ranks. Parnell was blessed with great
social qualities and soon fell in with the brilliant set of literary figures;...
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