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***x* Excerpt from Address Delivered Before the Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies, at Chapel Hill, N. June 20, 1832 Gentlemen of the Dialectic
and Philanthropic Societies: When | look around on this extraordinary concourse of visitors, | cannot but feel that expectation has been too highly
excited, and cannot but anticipate and regret the disappointment which it must necessarily meet with. Aware of the value which is here set upon
the ceremony of the annual address; knowing that the friends of the University throughout the State, regard it as calculated not only to excite a
spirit of emulation among the Students, but to attract the public attention to the Institution itself; and warmly attached to that noble cause, for the
advancement of which these edifices have been erected and your associations formed, | felt myself bound to except the invitation, in obedience to
which | appear before you. Could | indeed have foreseen the unusual engagements, which added to the ordinary occupations of a busy life, have
left me no leisure to prepare any thing worthy of the general expectation, | should have deemed myself at liberty to decline the call. But the
discovery was not made until after my word was pledged, and it was too late to hope that the duty could be devolved on another. Compelled then
to choose between an entire disappointment of your hopes, and the presenting myself to you without the advantages of full preparation, | have
resolved to execute the undertaking imperfectly, rather than forego it altogether. To whatever petty mortifications the adoption of this alternative
may expose me elsewhere, from you, my young friends, | am sure of a favorable reception....
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