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through the exertions of her prenot en lightened Emperor, the interior of Russia in Europe is undergoing vast improvements - among which the
great railroad connecting St. Peters burg and Moscow, and the splendid bridge, on massive granie piers, over the rapid Neva (an eEort from which
all preceding sove reigns have shrunk), are the most striking, the frontiers of that vast empire are everywhere being surveyed by competent
geographers. Eves along the central portion of the wild and rugged boundary line, between Siberia and China, surveys, conducted by Colonel
Silvehjelm, have pro duced most detailed and elaborate maps of regions, hitherto only ap proached at rare intervals by casual travellers. Honoured
with tb confidence of the Imperial Government, 1 have recently had the privi lege of inspecting these splendid results, and in viewing in.detail the
physical features of the mountainous tracts, which lie around the great lakes, or interior seas of balkhat-danghize and Novr Saissar names scarcely
known to geographers, but which enrich the archives of the im perial etat-major. But, apart from these field-surveys, the scientific power of Russia is
employed, under the direction of that eminent astro nomer and mathematician, Struve, in realizing one of the most arduous enterprises of modem
times - to measure an arc of the earth s meridian along her whole western or European frontier, which, when completed, will he the most extensive
operation ever yet executed by any govern ment. Commenced by M. Struve in 1820, the progress of this work was reported on by him...
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