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Forgotten Books. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 222 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.5in.Excerpt from The
Canadian Journal of Medicine and Surgery, 1915At that time only one end of the silk ligatures was cut short, the other hanging out of one corner of
the flap, chiefly, they said, for drainage. During my student days it was rare to have an amputation of the thigh live until the ligature came away on
the 14th day, the patient usually died of shock or pyemia the first week; I do not think I ever saw an amputation of the thigh high up recover.
Surgical operations then consisted chiefly of removal of external tumors, amputations for injury or disease, cutting for stone and opening
abscesses. The abdomen was a mare clausum, and if by accident the peritoneal cavity was opened the fate of that patient was sealed and the
church was his only salvation. Still the. surgeons of that day were most skilled operators as they had learned their business in pre-anesthetic times,
and it was a common thing to see an amputation of the leg or thigh done in sixty seconds and a complete lateral lithotomy under two minutes. I
remember Sir William Ferguson of Kings College Hospital, London, operating in a dress suit with much expanse of shirt front and cuEs and being so
clean an operator that he prided himself on never getting a drop of blood on his white shirt. Most operators used an old frock coat which was never
cleaned and so was soaked in the gore of many victims. Some washed their hands, others did not, the field of operation was rarely cleansed except
the wound caused by injury was full of dirt. All compound fractures of the leg were amputated at once...
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