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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Frank C.
Brown Collection of North Carolina Folklore, Vol. 4 of 7: The Music of the Ballads William A. Neilson, writing in the first edition of Encyclopedia
Americana (1918) says: Thus, the life of a modern poem begins when it is committed to paper; a ballad then begins to die. Having this in mind, it
was reluctantly and with serious concern that this editor, aEer two weeks Of consideration, finally accepted the invitation extended to him by the
late Dr. Newman I. White, the general editor Of this Collee tion, to join his editorial staG. This meant to take over the transcription Of the recordings
of more than one thousand ballads and songs, and the editing of volumes IV and V which contain the music of the ballads and songs. It was only the
hope that these transcriptions of the tunes recorded by Dr. Brown might serve someone Who loved this precious heritage to refresh his mind, recall
impressions of earlier days and thus relive them in happy reminiscence, which assuaged the troubled mind of this editor. Perchance, they might
also serve to introduce some persons to tunes they never heard before, or at least not in the versions given here. They might thus add to the store of
treasures which have come down to us from the early settlers on this continent. And so, it was the hope such persons might sing the airs for
themselves and others, and, in the course of time, the Old process of collective composition would take up where it leE OG, and our ballad
tradition, oral as usual, would again come to life. When Dr. White approached this editor some years ago, he...
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