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*****.Excerpt from The Irish Ecclesiastical Record: January, 1881 The Fruits of Irish Faith in Modern Times. and as fresh as when first blessed by him
thirteen centuries ago. The visitors who thus came to pay the tribute of their piety to St. Columba were the Most Rev. Dr. Strain, first Archbishop of
St. Andrews, in the renewed Hierarchy of Scotland; the Right Rev. Dr. Reynolds, Bishop of Adelaide, in South Australia; the Right Rev. Abbot Wolf, of
the Benedictine Monastery of Kansas, in the United States; and the Very Rev. Sub-Prior Murphy, of Fort Augustus, Titular Abbot of one of the olden
great monasteries of England. The pilgrims were thus not only representatives of the Churches of England and Scotland, in which the countrymen of
St. Columba have renewed the glory of the ancient Hierarchy, but they represented also the great continents of the distant East and West, to which
the exiles of Erin have brought a full measure of the light and the blessings of divine faith. And yet it was not through any preconcerted plan, that
these worthy representatives of so many diFerent peoples in the Englishspeaking world, thus met together to honour the memory of the great Irish
missioner of the sixth century. Providence had its own lessons to teach, and in thus grouping together these representatives of so many Irish
Hierarchies in far distant lands, it wished to bring home to every Catholic heart throughout the length and breadth of the Scottish Church, that the
missionary spirit of Ireland is not extinct, that it still lives, and is as vigorous in its zeal to-day, and as fruitful in its results, as it was...
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