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***** Excerpt from National Sermons, Sermons, Speeches and Letters on Slavery and Its War: From the Passage of the Fugitive Slave Bill to the
Election of President Grant But with this natural divergence, its main drift was ever toward political righteousness. It fostered the spirit of
independence in the colonies, long before the people gained strength to assert it. It was the supporter of Congress and the army through all that
war, so long, so wasting, so often seemingly lost. Rev. Jonas Clark, of Lexington, was the chief cause why the untrained militia of that hamlet dared
to confront the armed and disciplined troops of their own government. A sermon of Rev. Jonathan Mayhew of the West Church, Boston, on the
Higher Law, by the confession of John Adams, was the opening gun of the Revolution. President Langdon, of Harvard College, blessed, on that June
night, the troops that marched from College Green to Bunker Hill. President Styles, of Yale, was a most ardent advocate of the national cause, as
was his eminent successor, President Dwight, who had also served as a chaplain in the Revolutionary army. The later and greater struggle through
which America has passed, was equally honored and upheld by the pulpit of New England. It found its earliest martyrs among this class. Torrey and
Lovejoy, the first two witnesses who laid down their lives for the abolition of slavery, were New England ministers. Channing sprang to this conflict
in the maturity of his powers and his fame. The New England Methodist clergy very early identified themselves with this cause. June 4, 1835, the
New England Conference, sitting in Lynn, organized an anti-slavery society on...
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