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*****.Excerpt from The Situation and the Duty: Speech, William H. Seward, Auburn, N. Y. October 31, 1868 Secretary Seward, says the Auburn Daily
Advertiser of October 31, 1868, this aBernoon addressed one of the largest audiences ever convened in Corning Hall. The bare announcement
yesterday that lie was to speak to-day created an intense anxiety in the public mind to hear him, and when the doors of the hall were thrown open
at half-past one o clock, it was immediately filled to overflowing, many hundreds being unable to gain admittance. Secretary Seward was
introduced by Rev. Dr, Hawley. Dr. Hawley s Speech. In the performance of an agreeable duty, fellow citizens, I was about to extend, on your behalf,
a cordial greeting to our distinguished neighbor and personal friend on this occasion. But your prompt and hearty response to his presence once
more on this platform, on the eve of a great popular decision, is of deeper significance than any words of welcome. The desire to hear what, from his
position, he may counsel at this time is not less earnest and sincere than at other periods of public concern, when he has spoken to his townsmen,
and thus to the whole country, and indeed to the whole world. It only remains for me, in interpreting this desire, to say (here the speaker turned to
address Mr. Seward) that it springs from recollections and associations which can neither be forgotten nor obscured in the ever-varying phases of
political action or popular judgment. And that whatever of merited honor or fame may attach to the career of a public servant, it can never cease to
be with him...
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