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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****. From the FOREWORD: BEFORE the introduction of Confucianism and Buddhism there was almost no philosophy in Japan, although
the peculiar teaching of the Japanese spirit which was already in process of development cannot be entirely overlooked. What Confucianism
taught was already in practice in Japan, but it was thenceforth authorized and corroborated by the precepts of the great Chinese sage. The
influence of Confucianism which has been eagerly studied by the Japanese scholars for more than a thousand years since its first introduction is
really immense and incalculable, especially in the sphere of moral culture. But before the Tokugawa age the influence of Buddhism was very great,
spiritually far greater than that of Confucianism, producing several illustrious reformers and religious thinkers. From the beginning of the Tokugawa
age, however, Confucianism took a more prominent position than Buddhism. Since the education of all the provinces at that time was based on
Confucian principles, its teaching was more widely propagated than ever. Several eminent philosophers arose among the Confucian scholars who
contributed a great deal to intellectual development as well as moral culture before the Reformation. For those foreigners who do not understand
the gradual preparation made by Confucianism and Buddhism, the sudden uprise of Japan since the Restoration will appear to be but a miracle or
at least an inexplicable wonder. But if they understand thoroughly well what Confucianism has taught, then the sudden uprise of Japan will be held
no more as a miracle but as a natural and necessary transition. Since the Restoration Confucianism seems to be almost extinguished, but it is only
apparently so. The teaching of the great Chinese sage is so widely diffused and deeply...
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