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Read Books, United Kingdom, 2008. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 142 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.ETHICAL THEORIES- A Book of Readings Edited by A. I. MELDEN. Preface: MY ASSUMPTION, in preparing this volume of readings, has been that
the most eGective way in which an understanding of ethics or moral philosophy can be promoted is through a reading of the original source
materials essays written by outstanding and representative thinkers. In choosing the materials for this volume, I have been guided by several
considerations a the extreme importance of presenting fairly complete essays, with as few deletions of material as possible, in order to avoid
present ing fragmentary selections that are intelligible only in the light of the omitted context, b the desirability of limiting the selections to those
that are most relevant to contemporary ethical theory, and c the importance of includ ing materials from the recent as well as the remote past. The
present design, therefore, is not to present a source-book in the history of ethics. Although selections - have been arranged chronologically, there
are important omis sions. The most unfortunate of these is Spinoza. Only material from the Ethics will do, but the discussions of ethics in that work
are inextricably woven together with discussions of the theory of knowledge, psychology, and metaphysics. Similar considerations prompted the
omission of the examples of Christian ethics from the writings of Augustine and Aquinas. It would be impossible to supply more than fragmentary
samples of the ethical theories of these thinkers, and my objective has been to supply actual texts that could be understood and studied on their
own account. The diGicult problem of choosing readings has been complicated throughout by the neces sary limitation of space. How well the
aforementioned...
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