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***** Excerpt from Dramas and Poems At length the world begins to understand what an honest, earnest, God-fearing man Oliver Cromwell was.
Royalist writers have dwelt much upon his low origin and the humble pursuits of his early life. He had no occasion to blush for his pedigree. His
father, Robert Cromwell, having married Elizabeth Steward, purchased an establishment which had been used as a brewery. A few years after this
he died, leaving a young family to the care of their mother, who, by her skill and industry, not only provided funds to support her family in a
respectable station, but even to supply her daughters with such fortunes as recommended them to suitable marriages. This estimable lady, like
Charles the First, was descended from Alexander, Lord High Steward of Scotland, and thus they were cousins in the eighth or ninth degree. Born at
Huntington, on the 25th day of April, 1599, and soon the only survivor of three sons, Oliver became a great favorite with his mother, who, though a
woman of excellent sense, was of a too indulgent temper. The love of truth, says a writer of his day, will not permit us to extol either the docility of
his temper or the literary triumphs of his genius - while at school, he being described as playfull and obstinate. Hinchinbrooke House, the seat of his
uncle, Sir Oliver Cromwell, was generally one of the resting places of the royal family when on their journey from Scotland to the English capital. In
the year 1603, King James, accompanied by his young son Charles, then Duke of York, afterward King Charles the First, paid a visit to...
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