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*****.Excerpt from The Dayspring Three years - a moment or an age - had swept by since he turned his back on it. Now he was flitting farther still; in
a couple of hours the passage would be done, and if a thing did not happen the possibility of which never left his mind, why, there lay in front of him
Paris, the big foreign world, the unknown. How well I did to pick up French from those refugees and scoundrels! he mused; I ll not be entirely
without a tongue over here, and in all else sure the French are the same as ourselves. I d be caught at Liverpool, anyhow, if twas to America I
thought of running. Well, Richie and Francie, I owe this much to ye, my fine fellows! What will the Castle say now, I wonder? But all hung upon the
next few minutes. The English flag was waving above him yet. As he went over the same notes, in the dreary but defiant monotone of a hunted
creature, the sunlight in his eyes, the deck elsewhere crowded with groups of passengers and luggage, but a little more free where he stood, a light
hand was brought down on his shoulder. With a spring he turned right about, quivering, his fingers at his breast-pocket, as though to draw some
weapon. But he saw close to him nothing more formidable than a pair of flashing dark eyes and a pleasant smile over white teeth. A voice which he
dimly recalled said, Pardon, Monsieur! and then broke into English, Am I mistaken, sir? or have you forgotten the Vicomte de Bouchesne? The other
man...
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