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*****.Excerpt from Visit to Madras: Being a Sketch of the Local and Characteristic Peculiarities of That Presidency in the Year 1811 A Visit to Madras,
The trusty Mercury of the float, who had no other covering than a rag round his middle and another twisted round his head, in the form of a turban,
after a variety of salams, or salutations of the head nearly down to the deck, drew from the folds of his head-dress, a dispatch, announcing the death
of Admiral Drury, and the sailing of the expedition against Java, under Sir Samuel Auchmuty and Commodore Brougbton; Lord Minto, it appears,
likewise accompanied it. A violent hurricane or typhon came on two days aEerwards, far exceeding in violence any that has occurred here since
1782, when the fleet of Sir Edward Hughes was nearly destroyed. Great fears, therefore, are entertained for the safety of the armament. Before the
storm came on in the evening, nearly a hundred sail of vessels, principally coasters, lay at anchor in the roads; in the morning, the greater part of
these, including his Majesty s ships Dover and Chichester, were strewed in fragments on the beach. The horrors of the night are said to have been
indescribable. Many of the native vessels, at all times ill-calculated to encounter tempests, foundered at their anchors; others snapped their cables
and became engulphed in the surf; while the cries of the suHerers, now and then heard in the darkness, amid the howling of winds and waves,
produced the most poignant distress, with scarcely the possibility of rendering them the least assistance. On shore, large trees were torn up by the
roots, doors and...
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