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studying the Russian novel it is amusing to note the childish attitude of certain English men of letters to the novel in general, their depreciation of
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literature. Whereas the reverse is the case. The most serious and significant of all literary forms the modern world has evolved is the novel; and
brought to its highest development, the novel shares with poetry to-day the honour of being the supreme instrument of the great artist s literary
skill. To survey the field of the novel as a mere pleasure-garden marked out for the crowd s diversion - a field of recreation adorned here and there
by the masterpieces of a few great men - argues in the modern critic either an academical attitude to literature and life, or a one-eyed obtuseness,
or merely the usual insensitive taste. The drama in all but two countries has been willy-nilly abandoned by artists as a coarse playground for the
great public s romps and frolics, but the novel can be preserved exactly so long as the critics understand that to exercise a delicate art is the one
serious duty of the artistic life. It is no more an argument against the vital significance of the novel...
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