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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: . . . A State Department of Local Government. --Our conclusions thus far seem to be: (1)
that there are but few towns or cities in the state large enough to warrant their adoption of the manager plan; (2) that all the places in the state
need, and in most cases would welcome, the counsel of the trained student of government. Here in Vermont today there is a crying need of a state
department of municipal aIairs or a local government board. Such a department, created for the purpose of helping towns in the administration of
local government, would oIer to them many advantages without any curtailment of local powers. With expert advice available from such a
department, all cities and towns would be able to enjoy not only the advantages of consulting qualified men other than their own oIicials, without
expense to the town, but would be able to avoid the errors in local administration made in other places. 1 The problems of Vermont communities
are in many respects similar, and it is unfortunate that one town must blindly make the same mistakes which other towns have made. Not the least
of the advantages to be gained from a state department, exercising oversight regarding local expenditures and insisting on proper accounting and
auditing would be the fact that the financial status of municipalities would be so improved as to make it possible to borrow money at a lower rate of
interest because of the better security--surely there is...
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