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Subject: Agriculture and state -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Since the 1990s, eDorts to improve government have focused on improving the
management of existing departments and agencies, with an emphasis on clarifying missions and aligning program goals and objectives with an 11
entitys mission. Under the Government Performance and Results Act ( GPRA ) of 1993, federal agencies must ( 1 ) complete strategic plans in which
they define their missions, establish results-oriented goals, and identify the strategies that will be needed to achieve those goals; ( 2 ) measure
performance toward the achievement of the goals in an annual performance plan; and ( 3 ) report annually on their progress in 12 program
performance reports. On the basis of specific statutory requirements, departments and agencies are to implement programs to support their
missions and goals. In addition, federal laws have focused on improving the eDiciency and eDectiveness of agencies business operations by
increasing their financial accountability and technical 13 capabilities. In particular, the Chief Financial ODicers Act of 1990 requires federal agencies
to develop and maintain integrated accounting and financial management systems that provide for complete, reliable, and timely financial
information facilitating the systematic measurement of performance, the development and reporting of cost information, and the integration of
accounting and budget information. Another act, the 14 Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996, requires the ODice of Management and Budget to establish
processes to analyze, track, and evaluate the risks and results of major capital investments in information technology systems made by executive
agencies. Generally, departments and agencies have a number of business operations supporting their programs: budget, information technology,
financial management, human capital, and acquisition. 11 Under a series of laws authorizing...
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