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contemplation of nature Thoreau was born in Concord, Mass., July 12, 1817 and spent most of his life in his native town. In 1845 he built with his
own hands a small frame house on the shore of Walden Pond and lived there by himself for more than two years. It was here he wrote his first and
most famous book which he named Walden, and here, also, was undoubtedly carried on much of the writing of his Week on the Concord and
Merrimac Rivers. Concerning the location of his house, he says in Walden: Near the end of March 1845 | borrowed an axe and went down to the
woods by Walden Pond nearest to where | intended to build my house and began to cut down some tall arrowy white pines, still in their youth, for
timber. It was a pleasant hillside where | worked, covered with pine woods through which | looked out on the pond and a small open field in the
woods where pines and hickories were springing up As to his reasons for taking up his residence here he says in another place, | went to the woods
because | wished to live deliberately, to front onl) the essential facts of life, and see if | could not learn what it has to teach and not, when | came to
die, discover that | had not lived. After he...
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