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***x* Excerpt from Homes in Los Angeles City and County, and Description Thereof: With Sketches of the Four Adjacent Counties; Being an Answer
to Inquiries Concerning Their Progress, Attractions and Resources Before proceeding directly to the main object of this work, it would seem natural
to preface it with a brief glance at the industrial condition of the great State of which it is a part. California. The State of California has been said to
be made up of a series of wonders! To a great extent this may be said to be true. The Southern portion of California for a long time has been a kind
of terra incognito, and a fruitful locality for suggestion and inspiration - a treasury for news-writers and story-tellers. The telegraph, postal facilities,
steamships and railroads, have done away with the field of fiction, and left the book-maker and letter-correspondent to the limits of facts and the
reasonable deductions therefrom. Not until very recently does it appear that this part of the State has attracted more than a mere casual
observation or remark in the Eastern States. And it is every day apparent, from the communications received, that no practical and local
information has been dissemminated specially in reference to the five last counties constituting the extreme Southern part of California. When the
pears and grapes were placed on exhibition in 1871, in several of the Atlantic State Fairs, they were matters of astonishment, and it was not easy to
convince the people that the grapes were not really grown under glass. Last Saturday [October 10th, 1872, says the Stars and Stripes, a California
newspaper, ] we gathered from a single grape-branch...
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