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*****. I plunked away on my great-grandmother s upright repeatedly, too slowly, painfully until I got it right. I was 38-years-old then and facing the
inevitability of becoming a widow. He gives and takes away and the pain of that loomed dark in our future. The words of the song rang out with the
choice we were being called to make. Would we still sing praise if He took away? My husband was battling pancreatic cancer, and I was singing
about God in the living room while I taught myself to play piano. It didn t let me alone. The song played in my head over and over again, kept
popping up in other places as confirmation of the lesson I was supposed to learn, not the one on which keys to press to get the chords right, but
about deciding to accept what life could bring. It prompted me to choose between darkness and light, to look toward the love. It offered a reason to
stay away from the bitterness and anger that oCen follows hard times like these. Months later, while the worship leader played that song at Andy s
funeral, I smiled up at God with my broken heart. Chance of Rain is about how I did that. My faith grew through this trial. How else could I stand
aCer a funeral? How could I smile in my grief? Losing the tremendous love of my spiritual partner changed me. Those that followed the story as it
unfolded were up close to the miracle of those changes. I want to share this story now with those who missed it. During Andy s illness, I kept our
large circle of family,...
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