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*****.Malaria prevention and control are major foreign assistance objectives of the U.S. Government (USG). In May 2009, President Barack Obama
announced the Global Health Initiative (GHI), a six-year, comprehensive eFort to reduce the burden of disease and promote healthy communities
and families around the world, with a focus on women and girls. The President s Malaria Initiative (PMI) is a core component of the GHI, along with
HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. PMI was launched in June 2005 as a five-year, $1.2 billion initiative to rapidly scale up malaria prevention and treatment
interventions and reduce malaria-related mortality by 50 in 15 high-burden countries in sub-Saharan Africa. With passage of the 2008 Lantos-Hyde
Act, funding for PMI has now been extended and, as part of the GHI, the goal of PMI has been adjusted to reduce malaria-related mortality by 70 in
the original 15 countries by the end of 2015. This will be achieved by continuing to scale up coverage of the most vulnerable groups - children under
five years of age and pregnant women - with proven preventive and therapeutic interventions, including artemisinin-based combination therapies
(ACTs), insecticide-treated nets (ITNs), intermittent preventive treatment of pregnant women (IPTp), and indoor residual spraying (IRS). Malawi
became a PMI focus country in 2006. It was one of eight countries selected in FY 2011 as a GHI Plus country, and receives additional technical and
management assistance to rapidly implement GHI s approach. The Ministry of Health s (MoH) National Malaria Control Program (NMCP), with
support from PMI and other partners, has been able to scale up the distribution of ACTs, IPTp using sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine (SP), and
insecticide-treated nets (ITN), despite a weak health infrastructure. The 2012...
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