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Nephroptosis or movable kidney has also been called prolapse of kidney, ectopia of kidney, floating
kidney, mobile kidney, dislocated kidney, loose kidney. A good term for it is dropped kidney, the
kidney is loose and drops when the patient assumes the erect position. This term reminds the
examiner that to be sure about the diagnosis the patient should be examined in the erect position.
The only term that seems to cover all cases is the term dislocated. The kidney may be loose and
rotated, a most serious condition in which it is not dropped or fallen. The term movable may be
objected to, as the kidney moves in health. But the normal kidney only moves half an inch with the
respiratory movements, it is taut and can not be moved by pressure of the finger and the outflow of
urine is not interfered with. In...
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