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***x*_A Biography Honore de BalzacAlbert Keim and Louis LumetTranslated from the French by Frederic Taber CooperAt Balzac s funeral, the
glorious yet bitter seal upon his destiny, Victor Hugo delivered a magnificent address, and in his capacity as poet and seer proclaimed with
assurance the judgment of posterity: His life has been brief yet full, and richer in works than in days. Alas! This powerful and indefatigable worker,
this philosopher, this thinker, this poet, this genius has lived amongst us that life of storms, of struggles, of quarrels, of combats, which has always
been the common lot of all great men. Today we see him at peace. He has escaped from controversies and enmities. He has entered, on the
selfsame day, into glory and into the tomb. Henceforward he will shine far above all those clouds which float over our heads, among the brightest
stars of his native land. This discourse was admirable for its truth, its justice and its far-sightedness, a golden palm branch laid upon the authors
tomb, around which there still arose clamours and bitter arguments, denying the greatness of his works, and rumours which veiled the features of
the man behind a haze of absurd legends. A star of his country he certainly was, as Victor Hugo proclaimed him, one of those enduring stars which
time -- so cruel to others -- fails to change, except to purify their light and augment their brilliance, to the greater pride of the nation. His life was
indeed short, but it was one which set a salutary example, because, stripped of idle gossip, it teaches us the inner discipline, the commanding will
and the courage of...
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