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*****.Excerpt from Speech of Honorable Horace Mann: Delivered at Lancaster, May 19, 1851, on the Fugitive Slave Law We thought that
Massachusetts was the impregnable citadel of freedom; but unconstitutional and inhuman laws, dictated by slaveholders, are now executed
amongst us, and at our very doors; and the individual whom for thirty years this state had delighted to honor, now pollutes its air by cheering on
the hunt of men. Thank God, there is a part of our people who, while they suDer, resist. Only a portion amongst us have reached that lowest depth
of degradation, where they surrender, not their limbs only, but their wills, to the hateful service of their masters. Slavery has done its perfect work,
only when the soul is enslaved. I rejoice to believe that we have not only seven thousand in this our Massachusetts Israel, who have not bowed the
knee to Baal, but seven hundred thousand; and recent events foretell not only an increasing number, but a more determined spirit. Why is it, fellow
citizens, that Massachusetts stands first, or among the first, in 1851, in her hostility to the Fugitive Slave Law? I answer, for the very reason that she
stood first in her hostility to the encroachments of the British crown in 1776. And in less than seventy-five years from this time, those who oppose,
and those who defend this inhuman law, will stand, historically, as wide asunder, and will share as high an honor, or suDer as deep an ignominy, as
is now awarded to the lovers of Freedom and the minions of power at the era of the revolution. Let all Young Men beware not to...
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