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***** *Includes pictures of historic art depicting the Devil and Hell. *Explains the origins of the belief in Hell, and the way in which descriptions of
Hell changed over time. *Includes a Bibliography for further reading. The Catholic Church has defined Hell as a state of definitive self-exclusion

from communion with God and the blessed, but the images most have of the Devil and Hell are far more vivid. Even non-Christians are fully familiar
with the idea of Hell being a fiery realm of eternal damnation, and the Devil has been depicted so frequently in literature, movies, and television

that the figure is instantly recognizable. While most people know the fairly consistent description of Hell that exists today, the description of Hell has
evolved countless times over the centuries, including within the Christian faith. During medieval times, many Christian writers described parts or all
of Hell as cold and desolate places, going as far back as the 4th century work Apocalypse of Paul. At the same time, the concepts of the Devil and

Hell are not unique to Christianity; other major faiths have similar concepts, while ancient religions had an underworld and assorted characters,

such as the Greeks Hades. Satan, the Devil, and the History of Hell looks at the historical origins of these crucial concepts, as well as the evolution of
them over time among Christian and Jewish works, in an effort to trace the history and development of them as central religious tenets. This work

includes pictures of historic artwork and a bibliography.
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