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***** Laurence leaned his arms upon the broad wooden hand-rail of the bulwarks. The water hissed away from the side. Immediately below it was
laced by shifting patterns of white foam, and stained pale green, violet, and amber, by the light shining out through the rounds of the port-poles.
Further away it showed blue black, but for a glistening on the hither side of the vast ridge and furrow. The smoke from the funnels streamed afar,
and was upturned by a following wind. The great ship swung in the trough, and then lifted-as a horse lifts at a fence-while the seas slid away from
under her keel. As she lifted, her masts raked the blue-black night sky, and the stars danced in the rigging. This was the first time since his marriage,
nearly two years before, that Laurence found himself alone and altogether his own master. His marriage was a notable success-every one said so,
and he himself had never doubted the fact so far. Yet this solitary voyage, this temporary return to bachelorhood, possessed compensations. He
reproached himself, as in duty bound, for being sensible of those compensations. He excused himself to himself. He gave reasons.
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