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Knowledge Possessed by the Ancient Chinese: Of the Arabs and Arabian Colonies, and Other Western Countries, Mentioned in Chinese BooksAmong
the numerous statements about foreign countries found in ancient Chinese works, those regarding the Arabs are the most satisfactory. This
opinion, however, is not to be taken absolutely but only relatively, in regard to the time when these accounts were written down; for, in general,
Chinese writings contain much that is illogical, contradictory, and absurd, which our sinologues are accustomed to pass over with indulgence. At
the end of each of tho histories of the various Chinese dynasties, handed down successively since the second century B. C. , are to be found
accounts of foreign countries known by tho Chinese at those particular times. But the descriptions of them are oCen so vague and inaccurate that
for the most part no deductions can be drawn from them. The Chinese, in their description of countries, natural objects, etc. , are very inexact. Their
views about what is and is not important are quite diFerent from ours, and very oCen we find that the principal matter is not mentioned at all.
Nevertheless, we are much indebted to them for our knowledge of Asiatic history, and especially regarding Central and Eastern Asia, the history of
these parts being almost unknown to us except from Chinese sources. It is only in a few cases that we are enabled to compare the Chinese accounts
of ancient Asiatic geography with the statements of contemporary Indian or Mohammedan writers concerning the same countries. We can do so as
regards the Chinese notices about the ancient Persians and Arabs, which are not in contradiction with the...
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