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***x* Excerpt from Twenty-Sixth Annual Report of the Secretary of the State Horticultural Society of Michigan, 1896 No part of Michigan has been
more fortunate in the influence exerted for the good of the state by its progressive public men, than the Grand river valley. Prominent among the
men whose influence has been widespread, blessing the state is Samuel L. Fuller of the city of Grand Rapids. His early enlistment in the cause of
agriculture and horticulture, and his persistent and unceasing efforts for their promotion and advancement have brought results that should
endear him to every lover of the best interests of the state. He signed the first call for a meeting to organize the State Horticultural society, and was
made chairman of the meeting. He was unceasing in his efforts to build up the society and make it a power for good, his interest never flagging. He
gave office room for meetings and consultation. He seemed to see more clearly than others the possibilities of horticulture in Michigan. He made a
trip through Wisconsin, Minnesota, and the Dakotas, and on his return told the society to push on the work of horticulture; that the great northwest
was waiting and hungry for Michigan fruit. His enthusiasm over the subject seemed to know no bounds. He prophesied that the northwestern states
would want all the choice fruit Michigan could raise. He clearly saw the benefits which Michigan enjoyed by reason of its being a peninsular state,
and was sanguine in his belief that horticulture in Michigan had a bright future. He was also an early worker in the Grand River Horticultural society
and in the West Michigan Farmers...
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