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resources, namely, things that grow every year and that are available to us. Back in President Carters administration, we had numerous hearings
then, in the Agriculture Committee and the Foreign Rela-tions Committee, trying to see if we could establish more independ-ence. This has waxed
and waned as times have gone on. Sometimes we have become less urgent about the situation. Even now, many Americans are not really aware of
how critical a problem we may have, although increasingly they are becoming aware as crisis occur in our power grids or natural things
transmission or debates over general supplies. Having said that, it has always struck me as curious why the Nation as a whole did not see more
urgency in establishing bio-fuels, leaving aside what the base would be. Those of us who are involved in corn farming have always fostered ethanol
from corn. That has proceeded. But ethanol could come, as we have heard around this table, from all sorts of bio-fuel sources, as a matter of fact.
Testimony by Jim Woolsey, former Director of the CIA, has sug-gested that there are very promising sources in switch grasses and sugar canes and
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