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***x* As the 113th Congress continues consideration of air quality issues, oversight of Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulatory actions is
expected to remain the main focus. Of particular interest are EPA s Clean Air Act regulations on emissions of greenhouse gases and revision of the
ambient air quality standards for ozone. President Obama s June 25 announcement of initiatives to address climate change has sparked renewed
interest in the former, and EPA s expected proposal of new ozone standards by the end of the year is stimulating interest in the latter. Air quality has
improved substantially in the United States in the 40 years of EPA s Clean Air Act (CAA) regulation. According to the agency s science advisers and
others, however, more needs to be done to protect public health and the environment from the effects of air pollution. Thus, the agency continues
to promulgate regulations using authority given it by Congress in CAA amendments more than 20 years ago. Members of Congress from both
parties have raised questions about the cost-effectiveness of some of these regulations and/or whether the agency has exceeded statutory
authority in promulgating them. Others in Congress have supported EPA, noting that the Clean Air Act, often affirmed in court decisions, has
authorized or required the agency s actions.
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